40 FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

association uses every means in its power tc
promote the culture of cotton in Africa. The
results have been encouraging. The total pro-
duction, which was practically nil a few years
ago, reached the figures of 164,000 kilogrammes
in 1907, 171,000 in 1908, and 238,000 in 1909.1
National industries have adapted themselves to
colonial needs and have shown great ingenu-
ity in meeting new conditions. Important iron
works, bridges, and piers have been made for
the colonies. There have been constructed ma-
chinery for colonial agriculture, special means
of transportation, contrivances for colonial com-
fort, transportable houses, colonial furniture foi
special districts and climates, new adaptations
of rubber, gauzes, and wrapping clothes for use
in distant lands. No people has made an earlier
or better use of automobiles in the colonies than
the French. As they had been great road build-
ers, when the day of automobiles came these
machines had before them uncommon possibil-
ities.

At home the railroads have also made great
advance. The old car, separated into incon-
veniently narrow compartments, is being re-
placed by the long car of comfortable dimensions.
On important lines one may see vestibule trains.

1 Le Temps, March 29, 1910.